
 





Bald Eagles build the largest nest in the avian world at 
an average of 5 to 6 feet in diameter & 8-10 feet deep 
weighing approximately one ton.  These nests are called an 
aerie. An eagle parent couple will return to the same 
nesting location, many times adding to the same nest upon 
return.  They typically lay from 1 to 3 eggs laid 2 to 4 days 
apart. The eggs are about the size of a large chicken egg 
and white in color. The eggs are typically in incubation for 
approximately 35 days before hatching. The young eagle 
fledge or fly  from the nest when they are 70 to 80 days 
old. 

Hatching for a baby eagle is a difficult task. It uses a 
special egg tooth which is on the end of its beak.  It takes 
approximately 15 hours for a small eagle chick to peck a 
hole in the egg and then an additional 35 to 40 hours to 
entirely break out of its shell. 

The proper scientific name is Haliaeetus leucocephalus 
which is Latin or Greek meaning "white-headed sea eagle."  
Early North American colonists referred to bird as "the 
balled eagle"  as "balled" meant white, not hairless.  
Hence, the bird is now known as the bald eagle. 

The bald eagle is only found in North America. 

Bald Eagles are raptors or birds of prey.  They eat 



mostly fish, waterfowl, small mammals and carrion (a nice 
word for the rotting body of an animal unfit for human 
food). 

The bald eagle became our national symbol in 1782. 

Eagle have excellent vision believed to have the ability 
to spot small mammals from up to 2 miles away. 

An eagle's average lifespan is 20 years in their natural 
habitat in the wild. 

The male and female have  the same appearance of 
plumage, but the female is larger than the male. The birds 
typically mate for life, but have been known to re-mate 
with a different bird upon the death of their mate. 

The adults have a dark brown body which appears to be 
nearly black.  Their head and tail are white.  The mature 
bird will display a yellow beak and golden color eyes. 

Younger birds have more of a brownish plumage and 
irregular, white mottling. They begin to develop their 
white head and tail at approximately 5 years of age.  The 
younger birds have brown beaks and eyes sometimes 
confusing them with a golden eagle. 

The eagle can reach speeds of flight in excess of 100 
mph when headed to capture prey.  But, their average 
flight speed is 35-45 mph. 



Isaiah 40:31 But 
they that wait upon the 
LORD shall renew their 
strength; they shall mount 
up with wings as eagles; 
they shall run, and not 
be weary; and they shall 
walk, and not faint. 



Psalms 103:5 
Who satisfieth thy 
mouth with good 
things; so that thy 
youth is renewed 
like the eagle's. 


